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used up its energy in the quarrel of two factions, the devots
and the philosophes. The party of the devots naturally included
most of the prelate Academicians, while the philosophes were
the bold and sceptical men of letters, like Voltaire, who, how-
ever, stayed at Ferney and did not take part in the Acad&nie
quarrels. La Harpe, die learned literary critic, belonged to this
party. Two prelate Academicians who prided themselves on
their enlightenment belonged to the party of the phiksophes]
these were the Prince de Rohan, Coadjutor Archbishop of
Strasbourg, later the hero or dupe of the episode of the Dia-
mond Necklace, and Monseigneur Dillon, Archbishop of Nar-
bonne, who was interested in economics, was acquainted with
Adam Smith, and is considered to have been a lax Christian.
On the other hand, the Due de Richelieu, Marshal of France
(the conqueror of Minorca in 1756), a complete if magnificent
worldling, belonged to the party of devots. The Due de
Choiseul, the eminent statesman who had the misfortune to
be responsible for carrying on and concluding the Seven
Years War, and was dismissed by the King in 1770, was a
member of the Acad&nie; he took no part in its proceedings
or its quarrels, however, but remained in dignified retirement
at his magnificent country-seat of Chanteloup. The Acade-
micians elected to succeed to ih&fauteuil of President Renault
the Prince de Beauvau, a captain in the Bang's bodyguard.
In the eulogy of his predecessor, which it is the rule for every
newly elected Academician to make, the Prince de Beauvau
took the opportunity of deviating into a defence or eulogy of
the administration of Choiseul. The select public which was
admitted then, as now, to sessions of the Acad&nie showed
by its applause that it warmly approved of this act of chivalry
or justice towards the statesman of Chanteloup. It was like
an English judge using his pkce on the Bench to deviate into
a public defence of a.dismissed British general; but the arid
disputes of devots and philosophes, and intervention in the
political intrigues at the Court of Versailles, were scarcely
justifications for the existence of the famous Acad6mie Fran-